This spring, the White House refused to request additional funding to meet an overrun of more than $4 billion on the $60 billion facility, ordering NASA to find the money within the program's own strained budget. That prompted NASA to scale back the number of crew members planned for the station as well as its budget for research equipment. Researchers quickly claimed that those moves would cripple science aboard the orbiting lab (Science, 23 March, p. 2291). The committee has asked for a comprehensive plan on the station by 1 March 2002, and it told NASA to suspend its plans to cut research until Congress decides the number of crew members. The agency is setting up an independent panel to review NASA's scaled-back station plan, with a report due by the end of the year. NASA is also searching for cheaper alternatives to keep research on track, including use of the space shuttle for extended periods.
In the meantime, NASA's international partners are having their own problems. A Japanese centrifuge to conduct a host of biological experiments has been delayed repeatedly because of technical problems and won't be available to researchers until late 2008. Such distant dates frustrate would-be station researchers. "It's just so discouraging," says Patricia Russell, executive director of the American Society for Gravitational and Space Biology. 
